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News Release 
For Immediate Release 

Alistair Dormer, former Executive Vice President and Executive Officer of Hitachi, 
receives the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star 

 
Tokyo, November 3, 2025 - Hitachi, Ltd. (TSE: 6501, “Hitachi”) today announced that Alistair 
Dormer, former Executive Vice President and Executive Officer of Hitachi, has been awarded the 
Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star in the Autumn 2025 Decorations. This honor 
recognizes his outstanding contributions to strengthening economic relations between Japan 
and Europe, particularly the UK, and development of Japan’s technological capabilities. 
 
Dormer joined Hitachi Europe Ltd. in 2003 and led the development of Hitachi’s global railway 
business in Europe for nearly two decades. In 2005, Hitachi became the first Japanese railway 
manufacturer to secure a contract for the production and maintenance of high-speed trains in 
the UK, marking a pivotal moment where Japanese railway technology gained recognition in 
Europe. In 2012, Hitachi secured an order from the UK Department for Transport to manufacture 
and maintain 866 rolling stock units for the UK’s largest intercity high-speed railway project. As 
part of this initiative, Hitachi established a factory in Newton Aycliffe, UK, contributing to the 
development of the British railway industry through job creation, technology transfer, and joint 
development. This factory served as a successful case study of Japanese corporate investment, 
attracting visits from Japanese and British leaders as well as UK government ministers, thereby 
deepening Japan-UK relations. 
 
Dormer led Hitachi's major investments in the European railway industry, including the 
acquisition of AnsaldoBreda and Ansaldo STS in Italy in 2015, and the railway signaling business 
of Thales in France in 2024. As railways gain attention as a means of transportation that 
contributes to building a decarbonized society, he led business development that integrates 
Japanese and European technological capabilities. In addition, at COP26 held in Glasgow in 
2021, Hitachi became the only Japanese company to serve as a Principal Partner, and Dormer, as 
Hitachi’s Chief Environmental Officer, represented the Hitachi Group and showcased Japan’s 
environmental technologies and responsible corporate stance to the world. 
 
Furthermore, for two years from June 2022, Dormer served as President of the Japan Business 
Council in Europe (JBCE), an association of Japanese companies in Europe which acts as a 
bridge between Japanese companies and the EU, contributing to EU policy formation and the 
development of an attractive business environment for both Japan and Europe. In particular, at 
the 25th annual meeting of the EU-Japan Business Round Table held in Brussels, Belgium in 
November 2023, as President of the JBCE, Dormer presented the views and requests of 
Japanese industry on topics such as economic security/supply chains, the green transition, and 
standardization/regulatory harmonization. His remarks were reflected in the final 
recommendations to the Japan-EU leaders. 
 
Comment from Alistair Dormer 
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“It is a great honor to have been selected to receive the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver 
Star, and I am truly humbled by this prestigious recognition. Throughout my career, I have 
believed in the importance of integrating the respective strengths of Japan and Europe. With a 
particular focus on the railway sector, I have dedicated myself to advancing business initiatives 
across Europe. This award is the result of tremendous support from stakeholders in Japan and 
Europe, for which I express my deepest gratitude. I hope for the continued advancement of 
Japan's technological capabilities through deepening relationships with other nations.” 
 

About Hitachi, Ltd. 

Through its Social Innovation Business (SIB) that brings together IT, OT(Operational Technology) and products, Hitachi 

contributes to a harmonized society where the environment, wellbeing, and economic growth are in balance. Hitachi 

operates globally in four sectors – Digital Systems & Services, Energy, Mobility, and Connective Industries – and the 

Strategic SIB Business Unit for new growth businesses. With Lumada at its core, Hitachi generates value from 

integrating data, technology and domain knowledge to solve customer and social challenges. Revenues for FY2024 

(ended March 31, 2025) totaled 9,783.3 billion yen, with 618 consolidated subsidiaries and approximately 280,000 

employees worldwide. Visit us at www.hitachi.com. 
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<Awardee> 
Name       : Alistair Dormer 
Date of Birth: August 29, 1963 
Education :  September, 1984 HNC Electrical and Electronic Engineering Royal Navy  

Academy 
 
<Business Experience> 

March, 2025 Resignation 
January, 2023 Representative Executive Officer, Executive Vice President and 

Executive Officer, Assistant to the President [Railway Systems Business, 
Nuclear Energy Business, Energy Business, and Power Grid Business], 
Head of Green Energy & Mobility Strategy Planning Division 

April, 2022 Chairman of the Board, Hitachi Europe Ltd. 
April, 2021 Representative Executive Officer, Executive Vice President and 

Executive Officer, Assistant to the President [Building Systems Business, 
Railway Systems Business, and Environmental Strategy], Chief 
Environmental Officer, and General Manager of Environment Business 
Growth Strategy Division / 
Chairman of the Board, Hitachi Europe Ltd. 

November, 2020 Representative Executive Officer, Executive Vice President and 
Executive Officer, Assistant to the President [Building Systems Business, 
Railway Systems Business, and Environmental Strategy] 

April, 2019 Representative Executive Officer, Executive Vice President and 
Executive Officer, Assistant to the President [Building Systems Business 
and Railway Systems Business] 

April, 2016 Senior Vice President and Executive Officer, CEO of Railway Systems 
Business Unit 

April, 2015 Vice President and Executive Officer, and Global CEO-Rail 

April, 2014 Executive Chairman & CEO of the Board, Hitachi Rail Europe Ltd. 
(Global CEO-Rail) 

September, 2012 Executive Chairman and CEO, Hitachi Rail Europe Ltd. 
October, 2009 Managing Director, Hitachi Rail Europe Ltd. 

June, 2003 Joined Hitachi Europe Ltd.  
Business Development Director, Rail Group, Hitachi Europe Ltd. 

February, 2001 Director of Business Development,  
Alstom Transport U.K. Ltd. 

March, 1989 Joined British Aerospace plc 
September, 1979 Joined Royal Navy 

 
< Principal outside directors and officers > 

2022 - 2024 President of Japan Business Council in Europe (JBCE) 
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Information contained in this news release is current as 
of the date of the press announcement, but may be subject 
to change without prior notice. 
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